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1. Introduction 

This report presents a brief summary of the RANKERS Conference, that was held on June 27th 
2007 in Budapest within the Road Safety Engineering EU – Hungary Seminar co-organised 
between the European Road Federation and the European Commission Technical Assistant 
Information Exchange Unit (TAIEX). 
The conference had the objective to present to road infrastructure industry, research community 
and road administrations their latest results at that date. Moreover, the discussions held at the 
end of the presentations helped RANKERS partners to introduce some new views into our 
activities, mainly for the Road Safety Index. 
The main topics that were presented from the RANKERS consortium were as follows: 

• The Road Safety Index. 
• The Catalogue of Recommendations. 
• The Human Factor experiments methodology and preliminary results. 
• The Infrastructure field tests on road geometry influence on traffic accidents. 

2. Conference agenda 

The conference consisted on a set of presentations followed by enough time for discussion at the 
end of the session (see Figure 1). 
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Figure 1 Seminar and Conference agenda 

• WP2 – Road Infrastructure field tests: Robert Thomson (CHALMERS) presented the field 
test performed within the Infrastructure Group in WP2. He focused on the preliminary 
results of the relationship between different road design parameters like radius of 
curvature and superelevation with the accident rate. Some of  

• WP2 – Human Factor experiments: María Alonso (CIDAUT) focused her presentation on 
the two experiments carried out within the WP2 Human Factor Group. One of them 
consisted on the realisation of an experiment with an instrumented vehicle in order to test 
the influence of the radius of curvature on human behaviour. The other one was focused 
on the roads vertical signs, and the perception of the different drivers regardless the 
standards that define their content, location, size or colour. 

• The Road Safety Index and the Catalogue of Recommendations: José Miguel 
Perandones (CIDAUT) presented the structure and objectives of WP4, the work package 
producing the main results of the project. He explained the methodology to be used to 
estimate cost – benefit ratios, in order to produce the Catalogue of Recommendations. 
Then, he also presented the objectives of the Road Safety Index and the approach that 
the consortium was following during the third year of the project in order to provide this 
innovative result. 

These interesting topics of discussion for the road community were disseminated also after this 
workshop through the inclusion of this workshop in one of the newsletter that ERF periodically 
delivers on road engineering design safety (see Figure 3 & Figure 3). 
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Figure 2 Conference at Engineering Safer Roads newsletter (1). 

RANKERS_D5.6 3 / 5 



rankers D5.6 Conference TREN-04-FP6TR-S07.36996/001678 
 

 
Figure 3 Conference at Engineering Safer Roads newsletter (2). 
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3. Conference presentations 

All conference presentations can be found both at RANKERS public web site (www.rankers-
project.com) and the EC Road Infrastructure Safety projects 
(http://ec.europa.eu/transport/roadsafety/publications/projectfiles/rankers_en.htm). 
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